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PREFACE

Operating amotorcycle safely in
traffic requires special skillsand
knowledge. The Motorcycle Safety
Foundation has made this manual
available to help novice motorcyclists
reduce their risk of having acrash. The
manual conveysessential safe-driving
information and has been designed
for usein safelicensing programs.
While designed for the novice, al
motorcyclists can benefit from the
information this manual contains.

The original “Motorcycle
Operator Manual” was developed by
the National Public Services Research
Institute (NPSRI) under contract to the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) and within
the terms of a cooperative agreement
between NHTSA and the Motorcycle
Safety Foundation. The manual and
related tests were used in a multi-year
study of improved motorcycle operator
licensing procedures, conducted by the
California Department of Motor
Vehicles under contract to NHTSA.

The purpose of this manual is to
educate the reader to help avoid crashes
while safely operating amotorcycle.
For this edition, the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation has updated and expanded
the content of the original manual.

Theserevisionsreflect:

* The latest finding of
motorcycle-safety research.

« Comments and guidance provided
by the motorcycling, licensing, and
traffic-safety communities.

» Expanded al cohol and drug
information.

In promoting improved licensing
programs, the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation works closely with state
licensing agencies. The Foundation has
helped more than half the states in the
nation adopt the “Motorcycle Operator
Manual” for usein their licensing
systems.

Improved licensing, along with
quality motorcycle rider education
and increased public awareness,
has the potential to reduce crashes.
Staff at the Foundation are available
to assist state, private and
governmental agenciesin efforts
to improve motorcycle safety.

Vi B

Tim Buche
President




CONTENTS

PREPARING
TO RIDE
WEAR THE RIGHT GEAR ...coevvenenee. 4
Helmet Use ... 4
Helmet Selection .......cccccevveiennee. 4
Eye and Face Protection.............. 5
Clothing ..coeoveveieececece 6
KNow YOUR MOTORCYCLE .............. 6
The Right Motorcycle For You... 6
Borrowing and Lending............... 7
Know Your Motorcycle Contrals.... 7
Check Your Motorcycle............... 8
KNow YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES ....... 9
RIDE WITHIN
YOURABILITIES
Basic VEHICLE CONTROL ....ceeuee. 10
Body PoSition........ccccceevierieiienins 10
Shifting Gears.......cccoovvveverveeenns 10
Braking ......ccoooeveveneneieieeiens ik
TUMNING cveeeeeeeeee e ik
KEEPING Y OUR DISTANCE .............. 12
Lane Positions........c.cccvevvneninnne 12
Following Another Vehicle......... 13
Being Followed ..........cccoevveienns 14
Passing and Being Passed ......... 14
Lane Sharing ......cccceevevvevierieiieins 16
Merging Cars ......cccoeveevverieiienns 16
Cars Alongside........ccooeverieienns 16
SIPDE ... 17
[NTERSECTIONS vveverieeereeeeeererenneneas 18
Blind Intersections.........ccccceveue. 19
Passing Parked Cars.........ccccoc..... 20
Parking at the Roadside.............. 20
INCREASING CONSPICUITY ..oevvereenne 21
Clothing ....coeveveeceeeeen 21
Headlight .......ccooovevieieieeieens 21
SIgNaAlS ..o 21
Brake Light ....cccoovevievieierieieiens 2
Using Your Mirrors .......ccccvevenne. 2
Head Checks .......cccoevneiiniiinnne 23
HOMN e 23
Riding at Night ........cccocooveiiiiiens 24
CRASH AVOIDANCE ..cvvveiieiieeiiens 24
QUICK SLOPS ....ovevverieieieieieienns 24
Swerving or Turning Quickly .....25
COrNEriNg ..ccccoveeeieieiesieiesieieeas 26

HANDLING DANGEROUS SURFACES.... 27
Uneven Surfaces and Obstacles .. 27

Slippery Surfaces ........c..ccoevvvennns 28
Tracks and Pavement Seams...... 29
Grooves and Gratings........c........ 29
MECHANICAL PROBLEMS .....cccuveeee. 30
TireFalure......coccooveeveeiceeierennn 30
Stuck Throttle.......ccovveeviceeiennne 30
Wobble ..o 30
Chain Problems .......c..ccccveveveanee. 31
Engine Seizure........cccocceveveiinnnnns 31
ANIMALS .ottt 3
FLYING OBJECTS cvvvvvcvreeeirreeeiveeens 32
GETTING OFF THE ROAD ....couveee 3P
CARRYING PASSENGERS
F N o O7:Y=TcTe J S 3?2
EqQUIpmMENt .....ccooeviiiereeeiens 3R
Instructing Passengers............... 33
Riding With Passengers............. 3
Carrying Loads..........ccoevveenvniene. 33
GROUP RIDING .ooeiiiieiieic e 7]
Keep the Group Small ................. A
Keep the Group Together ........... A
Keep Your Distance ........c.coeeeene A
BEING IN SHAPE
TO RIDE

WHY |NFORMATION IS | MPORTANT ... 36
ALcoHoL AND OTHER DRUGS IN

MoToORCYCLE OPERATION ............... 36
ALCOHOL IN THE BODY ...ccvvveenrenn. 37

Blood Alcohol

concentration.......cccceeeveeeveeenenn. 37
ALCOHOL AND THE LAW ...cvvvvenrnnne 38

Consequences of

CONViCtiON e 38
MINIMIZE THE RISKS cveveiiieeeeiieeene 38
StEP IN TO PROTECT FRIENDS......... 39
FATIGUE wivviiiieee e 39

EARNING
YOUR LICENSE
Knowledge Test ......ccoovvervrienins 40
On-Cycle SKill Test.......cocvvvreenne. 41






